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Draft 

COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No …/.. 

of […]

laying down implementation measures  regarding the application of  traceability 
requirements in respect of food of animal origin under Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of 

the European Parliament and of the Council 

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Community, 

Having regard to Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 28 January 2002 laying down the general principles and requirements of food law, 
establishing the European Food Safety Authority and laying down procedures in matters of 
food safety1, and in particular Article 18(5) thereof, 

Whereas: 

(1) Article 18 of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 establishes the general principles of 
traceability of food.  

(2) Traceability is indispensable to ensure food safety and the reliability of information 
provided to consumers. In particular, it is necessary to apply traceability to frozen 
foodstuffs of animal origin and foodstuffs of animal origin intended for freezing to 
assist in enabling unsafe food to be removed from the market, thereby providing for 
the protection of consumers. 

(3) In addition, it is necessary to inform food businesses throughout the food chain of the 
durability of the food handled and stored under general or specific conditions. 

(4) Experience of the application of Regulations (EC) No 178/2002, (EC) No 852/2004, 
(EC) No 853/2004 and (EC) No 854/2004 has revealed that operators do not regularly 
have available the information necessary to ensure the adequacy of their systems 
concerning the identity of the foods they are handling or storing. 

(5) It is appropriate to specify certain rules for the specific sector of food of animal origin 
for the purpose of applying the requirements of Article 18 of Regulation (EC) No 
178/2002. 

(6) The measures provided for in this Regulation are in accordance with the opinion of the 
[…] Committee, 

 
1 OJ L 31, 1.2.2002, p. 1 
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HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION: 

Article 1 

Information required for traceability purposes in respect of food of animal origin 

Food business operators shall ensure that the following information accompanies 
consignments of food of animal origin and is made available to the competent authority upon 
request: 

(a) An accurate description of the foodstuff, 

(b) The quantity of the foodstuff, 

(c) The premises of production, 

(d) The premises of dispatch if different, 

(e) The premises to which the product is being sent, 

(f) The name of the consignor, or owner, if different 

(g) The name of the consignee, 

(h) The batch or lot number, 

(i) The date of dispatch 

(j) The date of freezing, if applicable. 

 

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on the […] day following that of its publication in the 
Official Journal of the European Union. 

[It shall apply from 1 xxx 2007.] 

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States. 

Done at Brussels, […]

 For the Commission 
 […]
 Member of the Commission 


