
Roles of different bodies involved in the regulation of veterinary medicines in the UK 
 

 

VRC 
Veterinary Residues 

Committee 
Advises on residue surveillance 

VMD
Veterinary Medicines Directorate (Defra) 

 
UK competent authority for veterinary medicines. 
Operates surveillance programmes to check that 

veterinary medicines are used correctly. Responsible 
to Defra Ministers 

FSA
Food Standards Agency 

 
Watchdog role,  

food safety and consumer choice 
Responsible to the FSA Chair and Board. 

 
See also 

   http://www.eatwell.gov.uk/ 
     http://www.fsascience.net/ 

 

VPC 
Veterinary Products 

Committee  
Advises on the authorisation of 

veterinary medicines. 

LAs + BIPs
Local Authorities & 

Border Inspection Posts  
 

Surveillance and risk 
management actions. 

CVO
Chief Veterinary Officer 

(Defra) 
 

Letter reporting non-compliant 
findings to exporting countries. 

EU Commission
 

Legislation, third country inspections, standing committees and some veterinary medicine authorisations. 
 

RASFF
 

Rapid Alert 
System for Food 

and Feed. 

 

Advisory Committees
Independent experts 

Advise UK Ministers, VMD and FSA 


