
Fresh Chilled and Frozen Beef and Veal 
What should I look for on a beef or veal label? 

Country of origin information for fresh and frozen beef is required by law.

Fact Sheet - Country of Origin Labelling: Meat

= rules (origin information has to be shown)         = best practice (more than the what the law expects)

= more information about where the food comes from        = does not show origin

Guarantees 
the food is 
from ‘assured’ 
farms and food 
companies 
that meet high 
standards of 
food safety and 
hygiene, animal 
welfare and 
environmental 
protection  

The Union Flag 
means that the 
food is farmed, 
processed and 
packed in the UK

Name and 
address do not 
show origin of 
the meat

EU Protected Food Name. 
Beef from an animal born, 
reared all of its life and 
slaughtered in Scotland 
and guaranteed to be 
produced by farmers and 
processors meeting strict 
quality assurance standards.  
The words Scotch Beef may 
appear without the rosette

Approved 
premises 
code – does 
not show 
origin of the 
meat

ORIGIN UK means 
that the meat has 
come from an 
animal born, reared 
and slaughtered in 
the UK

Breed of cattle 
– does not show 
origin of the meat

“Protected 
Geographical 
Indication” symbol

If you see 
“Scottish”, this 
means beef from 
cattle born, reared 
and slaughtered in 
Scotland  



Pork
What should I look for on a pork label?

Country of origin information for pork is not required by law. 	

Where information is given, it must not mislead the consumer.

For beef labelling enquiries contact:
Scottish Government				  
Tel: 0300 244 9149   			 
Email: originlabelling@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

For general labelling enquiries contact:		
Food Standards Agency
Tel:  01224 285100   			 
Email: scotland@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk

Producers/ 
Retailers may 
choose to 
give origin 
information

Pork from pigs 
born, reared and 
slaughtered in 
Scotland under 
the Quality 
Meat Scotland 
Assurance Scheme

Approved 
premises code 
– does not show 
origin of the meat

Name and 
address do 
not show 
origin of the 
meat
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