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The MHS is implementing a challenging programme of cost 
reductions. This includes reducing layers of management 
and other staff reductions. Other front end savings will be 
made with the greater use of PIAs in the poultry sector, the 
ending of SRM work in cutting premises and dentition 
checks for sheep. 
 
In addition time based charging for MHS work is due to be 
introduced from April 2009. This will be part of a wider MHS 
transformation process which will enable the industry to 
make better use of MHS and other resources. 

 
Time based  
charging will be 
more transparent 
than at present, 
enabling individual 
abattoirs and  
processors to see 
exactly how their 
money is being 
spent and where 
savings and  

efficiencies can be made. These proposals have already 
been widely circulated within the industry by both the MHS 
and FSA. 
 
The introduction of the charges will be progressive and 
introduced following full consultation with the various trade 
associations. The particular needs of small and vulnerable 
businesses will be fully recognised. 
 
A series of meetings is to be held with industry stakeholders 
starting with an open forum in York on Monday 28 January. 
It is expected that this will be followed by a series of smaller 
working groups to agree a detailed implementation. 
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The new statutory instrument (SI) introducing the Sheep and Goats (Records, 
Identification and Movement) (England) Order 2007 (known as SAGRIMO) 
came into force on 11 January 2008 in England only and revokes the earlier 
2005 Order for England.  Similar Statutory Instruments will be issued for  
Scotland and Wales in the near future. The England SI number is 2007/3493. 
 

The new requirements have been introduced following the EU Commission 
Food and Veterinary Office (FVO) visit in February 2007, which resulted in the 
single tagging derogation for the UK being removed and double tagging being 
introduced in line with other Member States. 
 

The main changes are confirmed as follows: 
 

• All sheep and goats born after 11 January 2008 must be double tagged except if they are 
young lambs destined for slaughter before reaching one year of age, 

      where a single tag will suffice. 
 

• Lost or illegible S tags from sheep and goats presented for slaughter that were born before 
11 January 2008 need not be replaced by the owner before consigning to the 

       slaughterhouse. 
 

• Sheep and goats already officially tagged with an individual number before 11 January 
2008 do not require further tags. 

 

• A new movement document under SAGRIMO 2007 will come into use. 
 

It will be some months before sheep and goats born after 11 January 2008 identified under the new 
rules will be presented for slaughter. 
 

Defra, FSA and the MHS have arranged a meeting with industry representatives 
early in February.  Following this meeting appropriate new guidance will be drafted 
for the Meat Industry Guide as well as the MHS’s Manual of Official Controls. 
 

Comprehensive guidance for keepers in England is available from Defra at:  
www.defra.gov.uk/animalh/id-move/sheep-goats/index.htm 
 

Changes to sheep and goat identification tagging 

 

 

From Monday 7 January 2008, in the event of a ‘no-test’ after BSE testing (OTM or 24-30 month  
cattle), Laboratory of the Government Chemist (LGC) will perform three additional tests on the parts of 
the brain stem sample not usually tested. If they all come back negative, the affected carcase will still 
have to be destroyed, but the carcase before and the two carcases after (1B2A) can now be released. 
If there is not enough brain stem material for LGC to perform the three additional tests, the 1B2A rule 
will still have to be applied to the carcases and the result will show as a positive. Where there is a ‘no-
test’, batched offal and by-products are to be disposed of in the usual way as Category 1 material for 
incineration. 
 

There will only be a short delay for the additional tests to be reported, so there should be no major hold 
up in release.  Where a ‘no-test’ is reported on the website this means that the three additional tests 
have been carried out and are negative. If you have any queries regarding the changes to the 1B2A 
rule please contact your OV or AOV. 

BSE Testing: ‘No-tests’ and the ‘One Before, Two Af ter’ Rule 
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New MHS website service for pig slaughterhouse oper ators and producers 
 

The Meat Hygiene Service (MHS) is pleased to report the launch of a new website service for pig 
slaughterhouse operators and pig producers. 
 

As part of EC Food Hygiene legislation requirements, from 1 January 2008, food chain information 
(FCI) must be provided for all pigs submitted for slaughter.  The MHS will also be feeding back ante- 
and post-mortem inspection results to pig slaughterhouse operators and producers for each  
consignment of pigs, using the internet - either via the BPEX online FCI system or using our new 
MHS website. 
 

If you are a pig slaughterhouse operator or producer you should by now have already agreed how 
you will be receiving or submitting food chain information. 
 

Using the BPEX online FCI system (England and Wales  only) 
 

If you have signed up to use the BPEX online FCI system (www.bpex-fci.org.uk), you will also be 
able to receive MHS inspection results back electronically via this system.  The BPEX system is free 
and is open to all pig producers and slaughterhouse operators – assured and non-assured - in  
England and Wales. 
 

If you would like more information about signing up to use the BPEX online service, please contact 
Andrew Knowles on 01908 844708 or e-mail (Andrew_Knowles@bpex.org.uk).  
 

Using the MHS website (https://partners.mhs.gov.uk) 
 

For those of you that will not be using the BPEX online service, we are 
happy to advise that you will alternatively be able to collect MHS inspection 
results via our new website service at 
 https://partners.mhs.gov.uk. 
 

Slaughterhouse operators will be able to access inspection results for all 
pigs processed at their slaughterhouse via our website, regardless of how 
the food chain information was provided.  For those slaughterhouse  
operators with e-mail and internet access, we e-mailed registration details to 
your nominated contacts on 31 December 2007.  If you did not receive an  
e-mail or would like to register more of your staff, please get in touch with us 
at: ops.hq@mhs.gov.uk. 
 

Pig producers with an e-mail address and internet access can register themselves online by simply 
going to https://partners.mhs.gov.uk, clicking ‘Register’ and completing the requested registration 
details.  If you do not have access to a computer, please discuss arrangements for receiving MHS 
inspection results with your slaughterhouse operator. 
 

Keeping it secure 
 

Our website is secure – if you are a slaughterhouse operator you will only be able to access  
inspection results for pigs processed at your slaughterhouse.  Similarly, if you are a producer you 
will only be able to access the inspection results for your pigs. 
 

Website development 
 

Over the next few months, we will continue to develop our website.  If you have any thoughts on 
what you would like to see included on the website in the future, use the feedback button on the 
MHS website to let us know.  We look forward to hearing from you!  
 

Want to know more? 
 

If you would like to find out more about the new MHS website service, get in touch with Liz Olney or 
Rosie Ripley by e-mailing liz.olney@mhs.gov.uk or rosie.ripley@mhs.gov.uk. 



4  

 

I hope you have found this edition of Link newsletter helpful. We aim to keep FBOs up to date on 
the latest news and information from the MHS.   
 
Link will keep you up to date on EU policy changes, notifiable diseases, changes within the MHS, 
and other issues that affect your business, as well as providing advice on compliance and best 
practice, so we can work together effectively to ensure that you produce safe meat.   
 
The newsletter is issued a monthly basis. We want Link to be a useful and informative publication. 
Please contact us with any suggestions, comments or ideas for articles or, if you would like to  
receive Link in a different format, contact us via the dedicated Link mailbox:   link@mhs.gov.uk or 
call 01904 455558.  
 
This is your opportunity to tell us about the issues most important to you.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
MHS Communications. 
 

 

Letter from the Editor 

Coming soon…...2008 survey for Food Business Operat ors 

FBOs have been providing feedback to the MHS through two separate surveys. The Perception 
survey is conducted in approved premises at least once a year by a member of the MHS internal 
audit team. The second survey, which asks different questions, is our annual Industry Satisfaction 
Survey which is mailed to all FBOs at the beginning of the calendar year. Following changes to our 
audit approach and a reduction in the number of auditors as part of our Transformation  
Programme, use of the Perception survey will cease from 19 January 2008. Many thanks to all 
FBOs who have previously taken part in that survey.  
 
Please note that the annual Industry Satisfaction Survey will continue and is your opportunity to 
give us valuable feedback on our performance. 
 
The annual survey seeks feedback on issues of particular importance to the Food Business  
Operator such as MHS staffing, health and safety and enforcement. This year, the survey  
focuses, in particular, on our Transformation Programme and asks for your input so that we can 
make changes that really matter to you .     
 
The survey is produced in-house to keep costs down and is sent out to you after your busy  
Christmas period. Please do find the time to complete it. The survey will be sent by email to all 
FBOs who have informed the MHS that they would like to receive publications electronically. All 
others will receive a paper copy.  
 
Please look out for the 2008 survey which you will receive at the end of January. 


