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Law specifically relevant to bottled
water...

s The Natural Mineral Water, Spring
Water and Bottled Drinking Water
Regulations 2007

s They are relevant to all water other
than tap water




Natural mineral water:

s Is microbiologically wholesome

s Emerges from a spring or tapped via
a borehole from aquifer

s Nature Is preserved Intact

s Is characterised by its mineral
content

s Must be bottled at source




Water Sources
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s They are a water
companyos | if

s Water sources must be
protected against

deliberate and unintended
contamination

s They must be protected
from surface water




Parasites

Examples include Giardia and
Cryptosporidium

Come from cattle, sheep & wildlife

These have been a serious problem In
some tap waters but are not found In
UK bottled waters

The BWCA requires a 1 micron filter on
bottling lines

Care Is needed when changing filters




Inside the well protection
bui | di ngé

s Everything washable
s Protected from pests

s Security from other
Intruders

s Frequent monitoring of
the water

s Water protected from
the air




Reg 16 - Checking and Enforcement

s Relevant authority must:

s Look periodically on recognised NMW to
check composition, te
characteri sticso rema




Sampling Water from source -how
often?

s FSA recommend at least once a year

s Also recommend that bottler tests water daily
for micros, chemical and physical parameters

sBottlers donot al ways

s Take great care with samples and sampling
technique




For the period of 12 hours
- following bottling

s The total colony count of water at source shall not
exceed-

(1) 100 per ml at 20 to 22°C in 72 hours; and
(1) 20 per ml at 37°C In 24 hours; and

(b) water shall be maintained at a temperature of
4°C +/- 1°C.

s How does that relate to bottled water in shops?







Water from Coolers




H.A.C.C.P. Plan and Flow Chart - Cooler Production ( Water )
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Potential Problems with Bottled Water

Cool er s e

s They need sanitising regularly 7 the
BWCA states every 13 weeks

s Once a bottle is positioned on the
cooler the water should be drunk
ideally within 3 weeks

s Algae can grow if the cooler or water
IS In sunlight

s Consumers often misuse coolers i
thinking drip trays are connected to a
drain etc.

s Consumers may try to re-fill the
bottles themselves







