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WHO ARE WE?WHO ARE WE?

The Infant and Dietetic Foods Association The Infant and Dietetic Foods Association 
is the trade association representing is the trade association representing 
manufacturers of specialist nutrition manufacturers of specialist nutrition 
products in the UK.products in the UK.

Members include: Heinz (Farleys), NestlMembers include: Heinz (Farleys), Nestléé, , 
Nutricia (Cow & Gate and Nutricia (Cow & Gate and MilupaMilupa) and ) and 
SMA Nutrition.SMA Nutrition.

“delivering special foods for special people”



3

GENERALGENERAL
The manufacturers of powdered infant formula The manufacturers of powdered infant formula 
(PIF) are committed to providing products that (PIF) are committed to providing products that 
are both safe and meet the nutritional are both safe and meet the nutritional 
requirements of infants.requirements of infants.

They take very seriously reports identifying PIF They take very seriously reports identifying PIF 
as a potential source and vehicle for infections.as a potential source and vehicle for infections.

The Manufacturers support education about the The Manufacturers support education about the 
benefits of breast feeding which should always benefits of breast feeding which should always 
be recommended as the ideal way of feeding be recommended as the ideal way of feeding 
infants. infants. 
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ACTIONS TO DATEACTIONS TO DATE

Manufacturing changes have been made to minimise the Manufacturing changes have been made to minimise the 
risk of infection due to PIF.risk of infection due to PIF.
Products specifically targeted for hospital use by Products specifically targeted for hospital use by 
healthcare professionals labelled as nonhealthcare professionals labelled as non--sterile and sterile sterile and sterile 
ready to feed formulae are available.ready to feed formulae are available.
All advice re advance preparation removed.All advice re advance preparation removed.
Repositioned the warning Repositioned the warning ““Failure to follow instructions Failure to follow instructions 
may make your baby illmay make your baby ill”” (or similar) to above the (or similar) to above the 
preparation advice where it will be more easily seen by preparation advice where it will be more easily seen by 
the mother/carer.the mother/carer.
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EXAMPLE OF LABELLINGEXAMPLE OF LABELLING
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IMPORTANCE OF CLEAR IMPORTANCE OF CLEAR 
MESSAGES ON RETAIL PACKSMESSAGES ON RETAIL PACKS

The objective of the legislators is that labelling should be The objective of the legislators is that labelling should be 
both informative and simple and should be understood both informative and simple and should be understood 
by the average consumer. by the average consumer. 

The labels of PIF on the UK market meet this objective The labels of PIF on the UK market meet this objective 
and contain all the information required by law.and contain all the information required by law.

It detracts from the fact that the equipment and It detracts from the fact that the equipment and 
environment are also nonenvironment are also non--sterile.sterile.
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MIXED MESSAGES?MIXED MESSAGES?

We have concerns that as there was no We have concerns that as there was no 
progress on this issue at Codex it is likely that progress on this issue at Codex it is likely that 
we will have various local guidance with we will have various local guidance with 
conflicting recommendations e.g. UK FSA, Irish conflicting recommendations e.g. UK FSA, Irish 
FSAI, France, WHO.FSAI, France, WHO.

We need a common approach or there will be We need a common approach or there will be 
much confusion particularly with todaymuch confusion particularly with today’’s mobile s mobile 
parents e.g. between Northern Ireland and the parents e.g. between Northern Ireland and the 
Republic.Republic.
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INDUSTRY ACTIVITIESINDUSTRY ACTIVITIES

Industry working with National (FSA), European Industry working with National (FSA), European 
(Member States, European Commission, EFSA) (Member States, European Commission, EFSA) 
and International (Codex, WHO) bodies via and International (Codex, WHO) bodies via 
trade, IDFA and European and International trade, IDFA and European and International 
counterparts .counterparts .

Objective is to have labels that are clearly Objective is to have labels that are clearly 
understood by mothers/carers with respect to understood by mothers/carers with respect to 
the safe preparation of PIF. the safe preparation of PIF. 
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SUMMARYSUMMARY
Manufacturers have made process changes made to Manufacturers have made process changes made to 
minimise the risk of infection due to PIF.minimise the risk of infection due to PIF.

Manufacturers have made significant changes e.g. Manufacturers have made significant changes e.g. 
advance preparation, simple and clear labelling.advance preparation, simple and clear labelling.

Ready to feed versions available for many formulations Ready to feed versions available for many formulations ––
recommended for use with highrecommended for use with high--risk groups. risk groups. 

For the safety of all infants harmonised recommendations For the safety of all infants harmonised recommendations 
need to be agreed.need to be agreed.

Education/training is critical. Education/training is critical. 

Industry are and will continue to work with interested Industry are and will continue to work with interested 
parties.parties.
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CONCLUSIONCONCLUSION

Close coClose co--operation between global and operation between global and 
national health agencies, the infant food national health agencies, the infant food 
industry, and health care providers must industry, and health care providers must 
continue in several areas (manufacture, continue in several areas (manufacture, 
preparation, handling, information and preparation, handling, information and 
research),  in order to achieve the greatest research),  in order to achieve the greatest 
degree of risk reduction.degree of risk reduction.
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