
PESTICIDES REGULATION IN THE UK 
Roles of different bodies involved in the regulation of pesticides in the UK 
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FSA 
● Watchdog role on food safety and consumer choice 
● Provides advice to CRD (part of the HSE) on food safety implications of pesticide 

approvals and EC/UK regulatory discussions 
● Can publish its advice/concerns to Ministers or Government Agencies 

        (www.food.gov.uk/)        (www.eatwell.gov.uk/) 

 
 

  

 
CRD 

FSA 
Nominates a 

member to expert 
committees to 

ensure necessary 
expertise on food 
safety concerns

CRD- Biocides 
 
● Technical aspects of 

biocides including 
approvals  

 
 
 

(http://www.hse.gov.uk/biocides/) 

CRD- Pesticides 
 
● Policy and technical aspects of pesticides 

including approvals 
 
● Participation in EC decision making on pesticide   

control and other international discussions e.g. 
CODEX  

(http://www.pesticides.gov.uk/) 

ACP 
• Advises Ministers on 

authorisation of pesticides 
• FSA signs off approvals 
• FSA provides an advisor 

and assessor to  the 
Committee  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(http://www.pesticides.gov.uk/acp_home.as
p) 

PRC 
• Advises Ministers, 

CRD and FSA 
• Monitors home grown 

and imported produce 
for pesticide residues 

• FSA provides an 
assessor to the 
Committee 

• FSA can carry out 
own surveillance if it 
considers it 
necessary  

(http://www.pesticides.gov.uk/prc_ho
me.asp) 

European Commission 
Ensures that the safety of all pesticides used throughout European Community is 

evaluated to modern standards 
(http://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/protection/pesticides/index_en.htm) 

CRD- Chemicals Regulation Directorate  ACP- Advisory Committee on Pesticides 
PRC- Pesticide Residues Committee  HSE- Health and Safety Executive 

http://www.food.gov.uk/

