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Labelling 2001

The Food Advisory Committee (FAC) today published the results of its review of
the use of the terms fresh, pure, natural etc in food labelling.

The publication of this report is the culmination of a process which began in
October 1998 when the Committee considered whether there was a need for
improved guidance on the use of the term ‘fresh’, following press reports at the
time that consumers were being misled. On the basis of the Committee’s
recommendation for further research on consumer attitudes to labelling, the
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food commissioned a survey in relation to
this issue. The survey report was published in February 2000.

At its meeting in March 2000, the Committee discussed this issue in the light of
the survey results. It was agreed that additional guidance from the Committee on
appropriate use of terms such as ‘fresh’ and ‘pure’ would be useful. The
Committee also agreed to review existing guidance on the use of the term
'natural’. A sub-group of the Committee, chaired by FAC member Neville
Craddock, was set up to draw up this guidance. The Review has also been
considered and commented on by the full Committee prior to publication.

Apart from FAC guidance on ‘fresh’, ‘pure’ and ‘natural’, the Review includes
guidance on other food labelling terms such as ‘traditional’, ‘original’, ‘authentic’,
‘home-made’, and ‘farmhouse’. The published Review has been forwarded to the
Food Standards Agency to be fed into their ongoing Food Labelling Review.

A copy of the report has been sent out to all those on the FAC mailing list
together with a covering letter. However, if you are not on the mailing list or wish



to receive further copies, these can be obtained free of charge either from the
FAC Secretariat or by contacting our mailing house at:

Food Standards Agency

PO Box 369

Hayes

Middlesex

UB3 1UT

Telephone: 0845 606 0667

Fax: 0208 867 3225

E-mail: foodstandards@eclogistics.co.uk

Notes

1. The Food Advisory Committee’s Terms of Reference are:
“To advise the Board of the Food Standards Agency on any food safety
and standards issues and to assist with the development of the Agency’s
strategy and future work programme as the Board may require.’

2. The Committee comprises a chairman and fifteen members appointed for

their personal expertise and not to represent a particular interest. The
Committee’s main task is to review and prepare reports on all matters within its
terms of reference and where necessary to make recommendations for
legislation. The Committee reports to the Food Standards Agency.

3. FAC Press Releases issued from January 1997 to March 2001 are

available via the Internet through the Agency website:
www.foodstandards.gov.uk/committees/fac/summary.htm

Paper copies of these and earlier Press Releases are available from the FAC

Secretariat at:

FAC Secretariat

Room 515B

Aviation House

125 Kingsway Tel: 020 7276 8591
London WC2B 6NH Fax: 020 7276 8514

e-mail: fac@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk

4. Minutes of FAC meetings from October 1997 onwards are available, free
of charge, from the same address. Copies of Committee papers from December
1997 onwards are also available on request.
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