


SCIENCE IN THE FSA

2nd Annual Report 
of the 

Chief Scientist



AIMS OF THE REPORT

• Track trends in food-related disease.
• Highlight the good science and research 

carried out by the Agency and how this 
links into policy.

• Show the processes the Agency has to 
ensure that its scientific work is robust.



FORMAT FOR 2007/08

This year we are presenting a single report 
which covers:

• Continuing trends in foodborne illness, 
significance of carcinogens in food and 
obesity

• How we use science in policy making, 
including social science

• Our science strategy, including R&D
• Our future work



INTERACTIVE CD

FSA Strategic Themes
Food SafetyFood Safety Eating For HealthEating For Health ChoiceChoice How We DeliverHow We Deliver

Areas covered 
under this theme:

•Chemical 
Contaminants
•Chemical risk 
assessment 
including mixtures
•Food Intolerance
•Microbiological 
Safety
•Meat Hygiene (inc. 
TSE)
•Radioactivity in 
Food 
•FSA Scotland 
research

Areas covered under 
this theme:

•Diet and Health
•Food Acceptability and 
Choice
•Dietary Surveys and 
food composition
•Consumer Awareness
•FSA Scotland 
research

Areas covered under 
this theme:

•Food Additives
•Novel and GM 
Foods
•Food Authenticity
•Food Labelling

Areas covered 
under this theme:

•Economics
•Improved Methods 
of  Analysis
•Food Law 
Enforcement
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KEY POINTS FROM 2007/8

• Developments on foodborne illness
• Progress on social science
• Establishment of GACS
• Progress on developing our scientists



DEVELOPMENTS ON 
FOODBORNE ILLNESS
• No clear reduction in the incidence of fbi

since 2005.
UK Incidence rates for key FSA foodborne pathogens 2000-10
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CHALLENGES ON FBI

• The trend for Camplyobacter has been 
upward since 2004. Why?

• The increase in Listeria monocytogenes
cases is under investigation. It is largely 
in the over 60 age group.



PROGRESS ON SOCIAL 
SCIENCE
• We now have social science expertise: Social 

Science Research Unit and Social Science 
Research Committee

• Social science research strategy drawn up for 
1st meeting of SSRC

• British Social Attitudes Survey: module on 
public attitudes to innovative food technology

• Collaboration with the GSRU on a knowledge 
review about behaviour change



Establishment of GACS
• Professor Blakemore is presenting his view 

as Chair of GACS
• My view of why it is important for the Agency 

to have GACS:
Forum for discussion about generic issues eg
nature of evidence
Independent check eg 2 members who have 
examined our procedures for research 
commissioning
Bringing external views eg work on developing 
performance indicators



PROGRESS ON 
DEVELOPMENT OF STAFF
• Pilot (in conjunction with IFST) for CPD 

scheme for scientists
• Seminars and courses developed to 

support the CPD scheme
• Chief Scientist lectures



GOVERNMENT OFFICE FOR 
SCIENCE’S SCIENCE REVIEW
• Report expected in November 2008
• We hope it will recognise:

The way we use science reflects our core principles
Draw on a depth and breadth of scientific expertise
Our use of science has integrity and is accountable
We are committed to continuing improvement on science 
governance
Our communication of scientific issues recognised as 
leading the way

• Where can we do better?
Horizon scanning
Knowledge transfer



THE FOOD ADVISORY COMMITTEES

• All Committees welcomed the presentations 
and the opportunity to comment on the 
Agency’s science and the Science Review 

• Comments have informed the Science 
Review and the Chief Scientist’s 2nd Annual 
Report



EXAMPLES OF RESEARCH

• Infectious Intestinal Disease 2 Study
• 1st study published in 2000 and showed 

that for every 136 cases of IID, only 1 is 
reported

• 2nd study will update this information 
and be used to calibrate the national 
surveillance systems for IID



DESIGN OF IID2



WHAT HAS THE PILOT STUDY 
SHOWN?
• 24 faecal samples were tested.
• traditional methods identified pathogens 

in 4 samples
• molecular testing methods detected 

pathogens in 11 of the samples, 
including norovirus in 7 of the samples



LOOKING FORWARD TO 2008/9

• Embedding social science
• Continuing development of our scientists
• Introduction of open access publishing
• Improving our approach to peer review of 

Agency work
• Further development of performance 

indicators
• Making progress on assessing the effects of 

climate change


