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SAFETY ASSESSMENT OF GM FOODS

Issue

The Committee is invited to comment on points raised in a letter received after
the recent open meeting, concerning the basis for assessing the safety of
foods derived from GM sources.

Background

1. The attached letter (Annex 1) was received by the Committee Chairman
from a representative of Genetic Food Alert, an association founded by the
UK wholefood trade to campaign against GM foods and crops. The author
wished to raise these points at the Committee’s Open Meeting in
November, but was unable to attend.

2. The letter raises a number of questions concerning the lack of research
into the safety of foods derived from genetically modified sources using
feeding trials on animals and humans.  While some of the specific
questions are outside the Committee’s remit – such as the commissioning
of such research – the fundamental point is whether it is valid to evaluate
the safety of GM foods in the absence of data obtained from feeding trials
on the actual food or ingredient that is under evaluation.

Committee Action

3. Members are invited to comment on the points raised by the attached
letter.

Secretariat
January 2005

Annexes attached:

Annex 1: Letter from Genetic Food Alert on GM food safety research



ACNFP/70/5 Annex 1

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON NOVEL FOODS AND PROCESSES

Letter from Genetic Food Alert on GM food safety research
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