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Who will this consultation be of most interest to?

District Councils (DCs), Food Standards Agency (FSA) approved assurance schemes, private
sector assurance bodies, professional awarding bodies and FSA delivery partners will also have
an interest. Trade Unions and expert groups may also have an interest.

About this consultation

A review of the Code and Practice Guidance, and implementation of the FSA Knowledge and

skills for the effective delivery of official food and feed controls and other activities (Competency
Framework). The consultation has been prepared in coordination with England. The changes to
the England Code, and the Practice Guidance are subject to a separate but similar consultation.

The Code sets out instructions and criteria to which DCs in Northern Ireland must have regard for
when discharging their duties in relation to the delivery of official food control activities. The FSA
is required to consult on amendments to the Code prior to implementation. The Code requires
regular review and revision to ensure that it reflects current priorities, policy, and legislative
requirements so that DC delivery of food control activities remain effective, consistent, and
proportionate.

Purpose of consultation

To seek stakeholder views on proposals to update the Code and the Practice Guidance. The
main proposals include:

e modernisation of the baseline knowledge, skills, and experience requirements to enable a
wider cohort of DC professionals to undertake official food controls and other official
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activities, which the current Code restricts

e replacing existing competency requirements with the Competency Framework, which
defines competency by activity rather than by role

e introducing a provision to enable the FSA to be more responsive in issuing instructions,
whereby DCs may legitimately depart from the Code, in limited circumstances

¢ updating the Code to reflect the Official Control Regulation (EU) 2017/625, and EU exit
implications, where the negotiated position is known
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How to respond

Please send any comments and views to:

Julie Telford
Local Authority and Policy Delivery Team
Email: CodeReviewResponses@food.gov.uk

Comments and views are required by midnight on Thursday 10 December 2020.

Cyhoeddi crynodeb o’r ymatebion

Y bwriad yw cyhoeddi crynodeb o’r ymatebion ar y dudalen hon o fewn tri mis i ddiwedd yr
ymgynghoriad. Gallwch ddod o hyd i wybodaeth am sut yr ydym yn trin data a ddarperir mewn
ymateb i ymgynghoriadau yn ein hysbysiad preifatrwydd am ymgynghoriadau.

Mwy o wybodaeth

Mae'r ymgynghoriad hwn wedi'i baratoi yn unol ag egwyddorion ymgynghori llywodraeth y DU. Os
oes Asesiad Effaith wedi'i lunio, bydd wedi’i gynnwys yn y dogfennau ymgynghori. Os na
ddarparwyd Asesiad Effaith, nodir y rheswm dros hynny y ddogfen ymgynghori.
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